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SEPTEMBER
PREAMBLE

Tree of month up to 5th is Hazel - see previous month, thereafter the vine above.
Welcome to the September 2016 website - and maybe the beginning of a period of adverse weather conditions in
some parts of the UK, especially along the east coast, from now until December. The methodology points to similar
conditions as befell the NW and parts of Scotland in autumn 2015, therefore whilst I fervently hope they are not
repeated, it would be very remiss of me not to point these out.

I start this month with a weather warning, when a perigee, full moon, highest tides and
rain all occur with a 36 hour period, the propensity for a major natural disaster somewhere
in the world (earthquake, hurricane, landslide, severe flooding etc) increases by 100%! This
applies to the eastern seaboard and areas adjacent to the east in particular, since there is
always the possibility of North Sea surge arising from such conditions. Such a situation
shows up here from the 15th to 18th September. If it sounds like a doomsday warning,
that is your choice, but those in the north bear in mind the Christmas 2015 storm.
However, there is a major such event around 14th November 2016, which, if all the boxes
are ticked, could cause some major problems, especially on the east coast. I will detail this
in the October entry. I am not prone to be tabled a ‘scare-monger,’ all I do is to
highlight what the now tried tested and proven methodology here shows up, therefore for

such a November event to arise is important; For the interested readers type ‘Penumbral
moon 14th November 2016’ into a search engine. That will explain most.

A look back at how was I with the summer predictions? Well the cold wet June stayed to the end of the
month, but the wind changed from N/NE on the 19t to SW on the 20 th, all as predicted. The damp
miserable weather stayed until the 15th July and then (to the great surprise of many) the promised warmer
weather arrived – hooray – and stayed well into August ending around the 17th – so a little longer than I
anticipated. So I think a good result for many of us. Sadly parts of the north and north-west had far more
rain than those south of the line mid-Wales to Birmingham to Norwich. Some parts like the Isle of Wight
had virtually no rain in July, other parts of the south had precious little rain too – and when it arrived it
came in bucket loads in a 24 hour period!
However the grain, pea and hay harvests are nearly all in, not as good as previous years, as predicted and
the fruit harvest very variable too in places – but again predicted. The methodology indeed works very
well for the designated area I cover; I apologise for other regions not being as accurate, the UK is a big
weather map, and it is impossible to cover it all – a fact of life. Having said that, to those readers that
request wedding and other such celebratory weather forecasts, I try to do my best, and to those who
thank me, I appreciate such comments for it helps the methodology for others that may follow – the
problem with TV is that I laid undiscovered for a long time, then one very good newspaper article lit the
fuse and suddenly the anonymity is gone and a huge learning curve opens up. A massive challenge, but
for those witnessed the challenge, an entirely different way of presenting the weather, in every way, and
for the greater part really well receive; so everyone happy with, hopefully, more to come in the future too.
“Never mind the quality – feel the width.”

A word or two about the two droughts; first in July 13th - 31st = 18 days, second August 3rd to 18th =
15 days.
A ‘drought’ is defined as “a period of 15 days or more of which no more than 0.25mm
of rain falls.”
There is a most reliable earlier warning of such drought conditions.
‘If the total rainfall of the last 18 days of February and the first 10 days of March total less than the
average, then by that percentage a drought is most likely to occur.’ The mean average here over
30 years for this period is 100mm. The total this year was 66mm, therefore, the shortage fall was
34% - a sure indicator of a water shortage/drought to come later. Once again nature provided the
information/data some 6 months ahead. The only problem I have with such a warning is
establishing the exact dates; always a problem- however using experience and knowledge, I
correctly estimated that such a period would be during the last two weeks of July and the first
week and a bit of August. This has proved to be the case. Maybe this helps to explain why I was
so positive about the ‘summer’ being within the above periods, which as it happens, has been
extended by the Buchan Warm period. The skill is having the knowledge and data to be to use
such accurate information to the maximum. Always a challenge though.

Now to really bore the readership stupid, look at August saws/sayings and then correlate these to
the actual weather; by so doing you will notice something quite interesting – which once again will
show just how nature prepares so far in advance, and, how each small piece of data fits into the jig
saw of the methodology to produce the predictions. I have mentioned the bounteous fruit, hips,
haws, seeds, and berries on the trees and plants, all indicating a long cold winter. Now note the
sayings already completed for August all of which are tried, tested and proven, therefore very
reliable: 1. A fog in August indicates a severe winter and plenty of snow; 2. Expect a hard frost
on the same date in October as the first August fog = 17 th October; 3. However many fogs in
August the same number of mists in winter; 4. If the first week in August be unusually warm
(yes), then winter will be white and long; 5. If a hot August, follows a hot July it portends a cold
and early winter.
So, with five unconnected sayings, the case for a long cold winter starts to become even stronger;
and, just to add another fact, a reader from Yorkshire informs me that his ponies are already
starting to grow their winter coats. Maybe now, it becomes clearer how the collating of several
small items, in the end produces a firm basis, in fact, for an advance prediction.

New book just published:
For those interested in ‘Setting up a weather station and understanding the weather – A
guide for the amateur meteorologist,’ written by Dr Roger Brugge of Reading University
Meteorology Department, has just been published. Further information can be found
here:- http://www.met.reading.ac.uk/~brugge/crowood.pdf
A few inside pages can
be viewed here:- http://www.crowood.com/lookin.asp?isbn=9781785001611

For the Climate Change enthusiasts and very good short article in The Telegraph 14/8/2016 by
Christopher Booker entitled ‘The climate change brigade are wrong again.’

Because of increased interest in what I do and the methodology, the website team, BUZZ,
and me have decided to upgrade the site in some sections. For those of you that have
already received ‘can you help me please?’ requests, I thank you all for your superb cooperation, and some more will in due course also receive such begging requests, that I
hope you will be able to accede to; I thank you all in anticipation of such valued
assistance. The recent ITV shows and other such TV items will be linked, which will give
added interest and amusement I am sure to many of you. Talking of the ITV This Morning
programme, I will, all things being well, be appearing at intervals on this show to give
advance weather predictions – so far so good, so fingers crossed. Among other matters
under consideration is a Facebook link connected to the website, twitter however is not
on the agenda. All such progress will appear here in due course.

I am frequently asked if I do walks across the countryside here. Yes I do, they can be short, an hour
about 3 miles, or longer 6 miles or so that takes a couple of hours, both are on a circular circuit
across farmland and a short part of the river Eden, adjacent to the house here, and will entail two or
three stiles and a couple of 5 bar metal gates – but not difficult, it is a leisurely ramble where I point
out what nature shows me and how this translates into future weather patterns. However I live on
a designated flood plain and as such weather and ground conditions will dictate the route.
Everything is however possible. If you have an interest please use the contact sheet on the website.

I also get asked if it is possible to attend any talks I give; this is problematic, since most are
to private groups and the facilities are limited to members. However, if the odd occasion
arises where the talk is open to guests arises, I will publish such details here.
If on the
other hand you would like me to come and give a talk on the methodology, I do a
power-point presentation that takes just under an hour and a half with questions at the
end. The fee is £50 plus travelling. I can say with 100% guarantee that everyone in the
audience will leave wiser after the event. I am not touting for work, but this entry here is
the easiest way to answer many such enquiries. Thank you.

Next confirmed radio appearance: BBC Radio Leeds listeners, the next appearance on the Paul
Hudson weather show is Sunday 18th September 2016. But I do ‘pop up’ every now and then at very
short notice across the radio firmament, the same applies to newspapers and magazines.

When I started this project many years ago to try to predict the weather at least two growing
seasons ahead – as our forefathers did, I did not appreciate the size of the challenge. Now, some
35 years later I have the methodology, experience, knowledge and skills to get pretty accurate
advance predictions, as our forefathers did, therefore I am pleased. ‘The difficult I do immediately,
the impossible takes a little longer,’ to paraphrase a famous saying, was my talisman.
However a very shrewd reader sent the quote below which in my circumstances is very apt.
was indeed ridiculed by ‘experts,’ but not so much now.

I

“All truth passes through three stages. First it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed.
Third, it is accepted as being self-evident.” Arthur Schopenhauer, German Philosopher (17881860).

For those who saw the back garden here progressing over the year, with the express intention of entering
and winning any garden prizes (if a job is worth doing, it is worth doing well), so far so good, one first prize
locally, a third prize in the district and the ‘big one,’ the Kent County prize not announced until late
October, but I am hopeful.

The new BBC weather supplier is the Meteo Group replacing the Met Office in 2017. So some
big changes ahead!

Thank you all for your time to read this, the October entry, will, of necessity be a little late,
since I will include the wind direction on the 29th September (Quarter Day) – which will
give the predominant wind direction for the next 90 days up to 21 st December. I expect
this wind to change from the current SW direction to N/NE – which will give a really cold
frosty autumn. I think not a lot of snow before January, but a lot of frosts and dry too –
we will see. I will know better when more data and indicators become active. ‘One day
telleth another.’ Psalms 19.2.

Late note: The reason why I put highest tides on the website is to forewarn readers who
live in tidal waters and to those that visit the coast; the sea, like fire, is dangerous; this is
exemplified by the sad deaths over the weekend of the 19th/21st August. Please respect
the sea.
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August 2016.

SEPTEMBER 2016
NEW MOON = 1st @ 1004hrs = Frequent showers
1st QUARTER MOON = 9th @ 1250hrs = Very rainy
FULL MOON 16th @ 2007hrs = Rainy + Lunar eclipse
LAST QUARTER MOON 23rd @ 10.59hrs = Frequent showers.
DoP = 29th St Michael (Michaelmass)
Lunar eclipse 16th;

Solar eclipse 1st.

Equinox 22nd @ 2002hrs.
Highest spring tides 17th to 21st.
APOGEE 6th @ 1845hrs: PERIGEE 18th @ 1701hrs.
DANGER WARNING: FULL MOON + PERIGEE + HIGHEST SPRING TIDES + LUNAR
ECLIPSE 16TH TO 18TH. EXPECT SEVERE WEATHER PROBLEMS.
1st

St Giles
the

5th

Maybe this day is a better unofficial indicator than 24th August of dryer weather.

6th

Apogee @ 1845hrs

8th

Feast of the Nativity As today so for the next 4 weeks.

14th

Holy Cross Day

15th

Said to be fine day 6/7 years.

16th

Lunar eclipse.

18th

Perigee @ 1701hrs.

19th

A storm from the south indicates a mild winter may be expected.

20th - 22nd
21st
22nd

Fair on the first - fair for the month. First three days of the month rule
weather for October, November and December.

Passion flower blooms about this time. Apogee 12.29hrs.

Barley set winds, 2/3 days of strong winds.

St Mathew

Brings the cold rain and dew, also 'shuts up the bees.'

Autumnal equinox @ 2202hrs = expect gales. September blow soft until fruits in
loft. IIf weather warm today, the season should be fine.bright and clear this day,
brings good wine in the next year. The day darkness overtakes light
29th

St Michael (Michaelmass). DoP. Quarter day. If it coincides with full moon will
be a reliable guide for the next 45 days. An important quarter day for
winds,invariably giving the wind direction for the next three months (to 21st
December). Michaelmass daisy flowers
So many days the old
moon is - so many floods after.

MET OFFICE NOTES:

1st to 17th Quiet period.

BUCHAN NOTES : none.

The full moon this month is called the harvest moon.
Tree of the month 2nd to 29th is the vine, thereafter the Ivy.

General Notes and Comments
The month of the patroness of Fruit trees and fruit - the Goddess Pomona. The ‘wood
month’ when wood was gathered to lay-in for winter. The month of ‘shedding’ of
leaves, and fruit etc.
The month of weather extremes.
St Michaels Day -Quarter Day - Day of Prediction. If it coincides with full moon will be
reliable guide for the next 45 days.
[A fairly dependable indication as to the wind direction. Beware however for this occurs
around the period of Equinoxes gales and may give a false reading locally. If gales
coincide with the Quarter Day wait for 2 days for the wind to settle after the gales
have subsided and then get direction.]
September is however a most unpredictable month and one should not be quick to jump to
conclusions, as above.
If St Michael brings many acorns, Christmas will cover the fields in snow.
Foxgloves and Hollyhocks shed their leaves at the end of summer.
As in September, so next March - and is often correct.
Normally less rain than August. Average 80mm/3.5ins.
If birds migrate early, indicates an early winter. If swallows fly off with summer, geese arrive
with winter.
If you crack open an Oak-apple on Michaelmass Day it reveals one of seven conditions.
Each pattern predicts a different weather pattern for the year. These prophecies are
accurate 9/10 years:- 1. If spiders - there follows a naughty year. 2. If flies - A
meetly good year. 3. If empty - a great dearth follows. 4. If lean - a hot dry
summer. 5. If moist - a moist summer. 6. If kernel fair and clear - summer shall
be fair and corn good too. 7. If many and ripen early - an early winter, and very
much snow shall be before Christmas and that it shall be cold.
Strong winds start this month and reach their peak on the 21st - about he time of the
Equinox. These are called barleyset winds (barley harvest time).
There are generally three consecutive windy days about the middle of the month. Windy
barley harvest winds.
Barleyset winds.
15th - Said to be fine 6/7 years. In fact, for any annual fixture dependant upon fine weather
it would be difficult to choose a better date than the 15th.
20th, 21st & 22nd - These three days rule the weather for October, November and
December.

St Mathew (21st) brings the cold rain and dew, he also ’shut-up’ the bees.
When a cold spell occurs in September and passes off without a frost, a frost will not occur
until the same time in October.
Thunder in September indicates a good crop of fruit and grain for next year.
When September has been rainy, the following May is generally dry, and when May is dry,
September is apt to be wet. [check previous readings] The above is not really
reliable - however - if May is well above the average for rain then the same can be
said for September being above average for rain too.
AND
If May is drier than average then September is likely to be drier than average too. All these
from local personal figures.
If acorns abound in September, snow will be deep in December. [true]
If the storms in September clear off warm, all the storms the following winter will be warm.
A fine Michaelmass sets all in tune. (fine weather until Martinmass (11th November).
On Michaelmass the devil puts his foot on blackberries.
If it does not rain on St Michael and Gallus (16th October), the following spring will be dry
and propitious. (good omen).
When summer meets winter it is a good augury for the coming spring.
September dries up the ditches or breaks down bridges.
If bunches of nuts do hang on branches after leaf-fall, it betokened a frosty winter with much
snow. (true)
During the second half of September, if a hard winter is due, the Robin will develop territory
close to the house.
London September average rainfall 49mms (1.3ins).
Both droughts and floods are more likely to occur in September than August.
Gallas is 16/10.
A heavy apple crop points to a fine August and September.
The month to celebrate the fruit of the wine.
THE FULL MOON THIS MONTH IS CALLED HARVEST MOON
Tree of the month from 2nd to 29th is Vine. Thereafter the Ivy.

MONTHLY AVERAGES FOR EDENBRIDGE (USING 1981-2010 FIGURES)
Mean Max:
20.8C
Mean Min:
9.2C Mean Avg:
15C
Rainfall:
64.6mm
Sunshine:
185.8hrs
Whilst I appreciate the above are local figures, it will be an indication of what the averages
are, and, of course there will be local variations. Such variations can be found by
trawling the various weather websites, or by using the superb data found in the
Climatologists Observers Link website.
The following figures are for the average temperature at 12 noon and again at 4pm, taken at
the beginning and again at the end of the month.
1st
20.37C
20.76C
30th
16.02C
16.71C
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NEW 1004hrs

Weather

DoP

SEPTEMBER
Saint/Holy
Day

frequent
showers

2016
Other
day
St Giles

Quarter
day

Apogee
Perigee

Eclipse
Highest
Met Off
Buchan
Equinox
Tides
Stormy/quiet warm/cool
Annular solar eclipse

apogee 1848hrs
feast of nativity
1stQ 1250rs

very rainy

Holy Cross
FULL 20007hrs

rainy
perigee 1701hrs

St Mathew
LQ 1059hrs

frequent
showers

YES

Michaelmass

Quarter Day

penumbral lunar eclipse
highest
tides
17th
to
equinox 2021hrs 21st

DATE

September 01
September 02
September 03
September 04
September 05
September 06
September 07
September 08
September 09
September 10
September 11
September 12
September 13
September 14
September 15
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 21
September 22
September 23
September 24
September 25
September 26
September 27
September 28
September 29
September 30

Chandler & Gregory
Barry & Perry

Brooks

Lamb

1st - 17th Anti-cyclonic

Buchan

Met Office

Season

1st - 17th

18/6 - 9/9

quiet period

high summer

5th - 30th 'old wives'
6th - 19th dry, especially east

summer'

& central England

peak days 7th -10th
peak day
peak day
peak day

peak day

10/9 - 19/11
autumn

peak days 16th - 21st
17th-24th stormy

peak day
peak day
peak day

peak day

peak day
peak day

gales liable around this date,
cyclonic quite common

10/9 - 19/11
peak day

autumn

