WEATHER WITHOUT TECHNOLOGY
APRIL 2014
PREAMBLE
Welcome to the April 2014 preamble. I start with a correction from an entry last month.
The last entry on the 'forecasts' column is 'Moveable Feasts Saws 2014,' under the 'Pastor
Sunday' entry will you please amend the date to read 9th June and NOT 14th April. Thank
you.
IMPORTANT: Sadly the 'Office Outlook' website reply (info @) got hacked on the 22nd
March, fortunately only for an hour or so before discover. I do not think any vital
communication was lost, if you did try to contact me during that period, please repeat but
using the new address here. I apologise if a lot of readers had requests for money from me,
but I am alive and well and not ill. As a result, since BT tell me there is an inherent weak
link in the Outlook system, I will refrain until a repair can be made by the maker. So as an
alternative contact for all weather enquiries will now be through:
Davetheweather@aol.com or click on Email Dave King at the bottom of the website. I am
sorry for any inconvenience, but unfortunate events such as this do occur. Thank you.
So the predicted snow/severe winter was replaced with the wettest ever winter with
712mmof rain falling at this venue, compared with the average of 224mm, a 314% increase!
It was also much windier and milder too.
Several requests lately for data concerning the Climatologists Observers Link (COL),
therefore I have included here the front page of the website, those interested can take it from
there, or e-mail me (dkingtn8@btinternet.com) and I will answer any questions and help
where I can.
COL covers the whole of the UK. Here in Kent, we have a small nucleus of members (about 6
or so) that meets every three months or so for a lunch and chat. Everyone is welcome to
such meets, the next being Tuesday 13th May, 2014, at 12.30pm (until about 2.45pm)at The
Humphrey Bean PH (Witherspoon's), High Street, Tonbridge, TN9 1AP (01732 773850).
If you would like to join us, it is pretty informal, you are more than welcome, more
information contact me on the above e-mail address.
After the absence of small tortoiseshell butterflies last year, it is good to see several already
this year together with red admirals and other butterflies, doubtless the flowering dreadnettles and other nectar bearing plants and the mild winter have helped.
The early blossoming of many fruit blossoms is very pleasing, but, sadly too early for the
pollinating bees and with the shortage of such bees is a serious problem.
The water table here in the Eden valley, a designated flood plain, is now down to grass level,
having been 10cms above the grass for over eight weeks, but will still take months to dry out,
on the up side, there is plenty of water in both underground aquifers and reservoirs to ensure
no 'drought' conditions this year. There is a photograph of this water table level in tyhe
attached COL item.
The wind direction on 21st March (Quarter Day) was predominantly SW, therefore that will
remain the predominant wind direction until mid-June. It could have been easterly, as in
2012 & 2013 which gave us dry sunny days but with a cold easterly wind, but the SW will
more likely give us not so cold, but damper conditions.
© David King

Edenbridge, March 2014.
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Introduction
COL stands for Climatological Observers Link, an organisation of people who are
interested in the weather.
Its members are mainly amateur meteorologists, but many professionals and observers from
schools, universities and research establishments also belong to COL.
Many members run weather stations and keep records, ranging from daily rainfall and
temperatures with averages maintained in log books or spreadsheets, to numerous weather
parameters recorded every few minutes using elaborate electronic equipment, often displayed
in real-time on their own websites.
Even so, you do not need to keep records to be a member of COL. We have no age limits and
while most of our 400 or so members reside within the United Kingdom, a growing number
are based abroad, from Europe to as far afield as Australia.

Monthly Bulletin
While a certain amount of data is displayed on this website, members receive our monthly
bulletin, which is sent out by email or in the post. Members can also login to this site and
download past and present bulletins at will.
Each monthly bulletin contains:

Photograph of the Month

Winter 2013 / 14
A typical scene from the fields in the Eden Valley
© David King



A synopsis of the previous months' weather



Extensive columns of data from about 350 reporting stations, including information on:
o

Temperature (air and ground), precipitation, sunshine

o

Number of days with snow, fog, thunder, etc.

o

Wind, cloud cover



Monthly articles on thunder activity, optical phenomena, snowfall plus:
o

A station details section, where notable events and records are described daily

o

Temperature, precipitation and sunshine data from about 12 sites scattered across the
British Isles

o

Monthly mean surface pressure map for the British Isles, and anomaly maps for
temperature, precipitation and sunshine

o

Details of newsworthy weather events from around the world

o

Letters and correspondence from COL members

o

Each monthly volume contains about 44 A4-sized pages and, at the end of the year, an
annual summary edition is produced.

Monthly issues are published by about 20 days after the end of the month in question.
You can download a sample bulletin here.

Online Forum
For the so-called Internet generation, even the monthly weather bulletin may not be fast
enough, so COL has its own Internet forum www.uktrail.com/colchat/intro.php, to allow
members to:


Post real-time observations or comments on the weather



Ask questions about weather, climate, weather stations, etc.
Members are welcome to sign up using their forename and surname to make up the their
username. We do not allow aliases.

Joining COL
Having recently published its 500th monthly bulletin, the next milestone is the 50th
anniversary in 2020. COL may be now into its forties, but we have plenty of other ideas to
keep the organisation fresh and relevant in today's world. We are always keen to welcome
new members. Whether you have an old Six's thermometer on a north wall, or thousands of
pounds worth of sophisticated computer-controlled sensors, whether you are recently retired
or just starting junior school, whether you are a professional meteorologist or just 'interested
in the weather', get in touch and see what we have to offer.
You can find out more about joining COL here.
Annual subscriptions can be as low as £10 and you can join online!

Get in touch
If you need more details contact our membership secretary.
Click here to email SecretaryClick here to email SecretaryClick here to email Secretary
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APRIL 2014
NEW MOON = 29th @ 0717hrs = Stormy. + Solar Eclipse
1st QUARTER MOON = 7th @ 0931hrs = Cold rain
FULL MOON 15th @ 0845 = Cold rain + Lunar Eclipse
LAST QUARTER MOON 22nd @ 0853hrs = Cold rain.
DoP = 18th Good Friday.
Highest spring tides 1st to 3rd.
1st

All Fools Day Should it rain on All Fools Day, it brings good crops of corn and hay.

6th

5th Sunday in Lent

7th

Hop Monday Hop pole erection day.

8th

Apogee 1453hrs.

11th - 14th

Latter Lady Day - the cold comes on the water.

Blackthorn Winter

13th

Palm Sunday If weather not clear this day it means a bad year. If thunder today a
merry
year.

14th

Cuckoo Day

The cuckoos song is first heard about this time.

15th

St Basilissa

Swallows arrive.

16th

St Padarn

Celtic Goddess - traditionally the day to start weeding growing crops.

17th

Maundy Thursday

18th

Good Friday
good
year

DoP up to 25th May (St Urban). Rain on Good Friday and Easter Day,
year for grass and a bad one for hay (wet June). - This signifies a wet
and such weather on Good Friday will last for 40 days.

20th

Easter Day
year

If sunshine today, so at Whitsun (9th June). Rainy Easter = cheesy
(wet). Greenfly at Easter - June will blister.

23rd

St George
Comes the cuckoo and the nightingale. When St George growls
(thunder) in
the sky, wind and storms are drawing nigh. Harebell
flowering day.
Mallard Day From a festival at All Souls College, Oxford. Perigee 0024hrs

Fine on Holy Thursday, wet on Whit Monday (10th June).

23rd to 26th

A cold stormy period bringing heavy showers.

25th

St Mark

As long before this day frogs are heard a-croaking, so long will they
keep quiet afterwards. The cuckoo heralds the arrival of migratory
birds from the south, indicating the return of summer.

27th

Low Sunday

This Sunday settles the weather for the whole summer.

NO MET OFFICE NOTES:

BUCHAN NOTES: 11th to 14th is cold period.

The full moon this month is known as the Pink Moon.

The tree of the month up to the 14th is the Alder, thereafter the Willow.
General Notes and Comments
The month of season changes, young leaves and blossoms unfold. April and May are the keys to the whole year.
The first really cheerful month of the year.
Rarely a very wet month, can be completely dry.
Annual humidity is at its lowest and can produce dust storms.
Hottest ever April in 2007/2011
As a general rule, April weather is a mixture of all sorts.
April weather, rain and sunshine together.
We must suffer a cold wet April if we want a good summer.
Cold weather in April is supposed to be good for bumper harvest. A cold April - barn will fill.
A dry March and a rainy April makes a beautiful May.
Most old sayings say it is best to have a wet April.
When April blows his horn, ‘tis good for hay and corn.
[the reference to ‘horn’ means thunder, it also means a good summer]
April cold and wet fills the barns best yet.
April wet, good wheat.
After a cold April the barns fill best.
April cold and wet fills barns and barrels.
April rain makes large sheaves.
April showers bring May flowers.
East wind in spring a brilliant summer will bring.
When doves start to coo the last frosts have gone.
After a wet April a dry June. After a moist April a clear June.
Spring has come when a virgin can cover six daisies with her foot.
When winter meets summer it fortells a hot dry summer [sometimes a prolonged winter seems to turn into
summer overnight].
The weather in the second half of April fortells the summer. [wise words commanding respect]
Cloudy April - dewy May. Thunderstorms in April - floods in May.
Showery April -Flowery May.
Dry Spring - wet Autumn. Thunder in spring and cold it will bring.
Blackthorn Winter - 11th -14th April.
Just as the Blackthorn is coming into blossom expect some fine weather. However if the flower arrives before the
leaf then expect a cold snap.
AND
If he blooms before the leaves appear, be sure there will be a bitter spell - perhaps even with snow. [this is a most
accurate saying]
23rd St Georges Day - If it rains today St George eats all the cherries.
Much February snow - April summer doth show. [check records]
Early Cuckoo - dry summer (arrival in or before early April). The later he arrives the worse the summer.
When March has April weather, April will have March weather.
E/NE winds reach their greatest frequency during April and May.
After a warm April and a warm October, a warm year to come.
A dry Lent spells a fertile year.

April, more than March, can have both summer and winter embrace it. April can also be more snowy than
December. Classic April snowstorms of 1966 &1981. Whilst in 1949 the mercury topped 80F(27C).
April has the face of a monk and the claws of a cat.
Thunderstorms in April is the end of hoar-frost.
If the first three days be foggy, there will be a flood in June. (rain in June will make the lanes boggy)
April may be famous for its showers, but it is rarely a very wet month. Quite the contrary - April is one of the
driest months of the year in all parts of the UK.
Greenfly at Easter, June will blister.
Rainy Easter - a cheesy year (much rain = plenty of grass)
Northerly winds over northern Europe reach their highest frequency around 15th June. But are rare after 20th
June. Meanwhile SW winds blow comparatively infrequently from late March until 10th June, but are
very much more common during the rest of June.
From the same research, taking England & Wales as a whole, the driest months of the year are:- March, April &
May, and occasionally February and June. These months are also the months when long drags of
unsettled westerly winds are unlikely to occur. Monthly rainfall is between 2.3/2.6 ins (58/66mms) for
each month from February to June.
From July onwards 3.2/3.8ins (81/96mms).
23rd/26th - A cold stormy period brings heavy showers.
There is also a similar period mid-month.
Tidal energies are ruled by moon particularly this month, possibly the reason for the severely changeable weather
at this time.
Late Easter = long cold spring. The weather at Easter fortells the harvest.

THE FULL MOON THIS MONTH IS KNOWN AS THE PINK MOON
The tree of the month up to the 14th is the Alder. Thereafter is the Willow.

MONTHLY AVERAGES FOR EDENBRIDGE (USING 1981-2010 FIGURES)
Mean Max:
15.5C
Mean Min:
3.3C Mean Avg:
9.4C
Rainfall:
60.5mm
Sunshine:
191.9hrs (day = 6.4hrs)
Whilst I appreciate the above are local figures, it will be an indication of what the averages
are, and, of course there will be local variations. Such variations can be found by
trawling the various weather websites, or by using the superb data found in the
Climatologists Observers Link website.
The following figures are for the average temperature at 12 noon and again at 4pm, taken at
the beginning and again at the end of the month.
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